


INTRODUCTION

Red Palm Weevil (RPW) Rhynchophorus
ferrugineus Olivier (Coleoptera:
Rhynchophoridae) is the most destructive pest of
young coconut palms. Usually palms less than 20
years of age are attacked. The pest is a concealed
tissue borer. Female weevils lay eggs on fresh
wounds on the palm. The eggs on hatching produce
damage inflicting grubs. Infested coconut palms
exhibit one or more of the following symptoms.

PAMAGE SYMPTOMS

v Presence of tunnels on the trunk due to feeding
by grubs.

S

Oozing of thick brown to yellow fluid from the
tunnels.
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